
Advocacy 101 



Advocacy vs. Lobbying Review 



Lobbying 

• No one may engage in lobbying with federal money!! 
• Direct 
▫  Attempting to influence any legislation though communication with 

any member or employee of a legislative body or government official 
who may participate in the formulation of legislation, but only if the 
principal purpose is to influence legislation 

• TWO REQUIRED ELEMENTS 
▫  Must refer to a specific piece of legislation, AND 
▫  Must reflect a view on that legislation 



Lobbying 

• Grassroots 
▫  Any attempt to influence legislation through an attempt to affect the 

opinion of the general public or any segment thereof 
• THREE REQUIRED ELEMENTS 
▫  Refers to specific legislation AND 
▫  Reflects a view on such legislation AND 
▫  Encourages the recipient to act with respect to such legislation (Call 

to Action) 
 
 



Advocacy 

• What CAN you do? 
▫  Advocate a specific piece of legislation and reflect a view to the public 

(as long as you do not have a “Call to Action.”) 
▫  Send a publication that discusses the importance of a particular 

policy and include a call to action as long as a specific bill is not 
mentioned 
▫  Discuss with your Senator a specific piece of legislation as long as you 

do not advocate a specific view  



Discuss the Issues 
•  Reserve time to meet with your elected official 
▫  Call or email assistant to schedule a meeting 
▫  Nashville or home office 

•  Utilize PAT White Papers, but use your own words to make the main 
points 

•  Available at www.tncoalitions.org/policy-advocacy/ 
•  Items to take with you: 
▫  Coalition one-pager 

�  (Brief background, funding streams, successes, outcomes, coalition’s work on 
advocacy, local stories) 

▫  White Papers 



Follow-up 

•  Send a hand-written thank you note that reiterates your 
discussion 

•  Send a photo you took with your elected official 
• Write a press release about your visit to garner positive press for 

your coalition and elected official  
•  Send a copy of the newspaper article 
• Ask for other ideas (record for future presentations) 



2016 Policy Priorities 

• Medical marijuana 
•  Prescription Safety Act of 2012; access to naloxone  
•  Tobacco preemption and e-cigarettes 



Discussion 

• How have you established or strengthened relationships with your 
elected officials in the past 6 months? 

• How can you establish a more powerful working relationship with 
your elected officials? 

• Report out 



Role Playing 



What If… 
•  …my senator asks me my official opinion on Senate Bill 0840 
▫  Ask for the request in writing. You are allowed to testify if you are 

requested. 
•  …my coalition asks my personal opinion on a bill 
▫  As a private citizen, you are allowed to have a personal opinion. You just 

cannot lobby with federal funds. 
▫  Be aware of return addresses, email address, time of day emails are sent 

•  …I want to engage my coalition members to participate in advocacy 
▫  You may, but you cannot: 

�  Refer to specific legislation AND 
�  Reflect a view on such legislation AND 
�  Encourage the recipient to act with respect to such legislation (Call to Action) 



Responding to PAT Calls to Action 

• Respond quickly 
• Engage membership—develop a plan  
for quick dissemination of information 
•  Pick up the phone AND your pen! 

•  This is your mission,  
 should you choose to accept it! 



Discussion 

• How do you engage your members in advocacy? 
• Report out 



Navigating Capitol.tn.gov 

• Go to www.capitol.tn.gov 
• Click “My Bills” 
▫  Click “Register here” and set up account 

•  Log in 
• Click “Search Bills” 
• Click “Add” 



Tracking Bill Activity 

• Click on “My Bills” 
• Create new list by “Add New List” 
•  Track bills by “View/Edit Bills” 
• RSS feed 



Important Bill Information 

• Bill name/number 
•  Sponsor and co-sponsors 
•  Summary 
• Bill History 
• Amendments 
• Video 
•  Fiscal Note 
• Votes 



Helpful Tools 

•  “Help and FAQs” (bottom of page) 
▫  How a bill becomes a law 
▫  Glossary 
▫  Tennessee Code 
▫  Acts and Resolutions 
▫  Tennessee Constitution 



Next steps 

• #TNPreventionSaves campaign 


